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the King, at seven o'clock in the morning, sends
the letters and requests of the day before, and
who at four o'clock goes to give in his account,
or rather to instruct the King. As for the
ministers, they receive orders, and do not give
advice. Welner has had the wit to refuse the
title of minister, and to satisfy himself with that
of superintendent of the buildings; but he is
already fawned upon by the whole Court. These
manuscripts are to be printed in eighteen volumes
octavo. The two parts most curious are the
History of the Seven Years' War, and the Memoirs
of My Own Times.1 In the former, Frederick has
rather recounted what he ought to have done
than what he did ; and this is itself a trait of
genius. He praises or excuses almost everybody;
and blames only himself.3

1  The publication has proved the author was mistaken.
The letters are the most curious part of the work.   There
are few things in the history that were not known before,
except that it exhibits the character of this extraordinary
man, as drawn by himself, to those who are capable of
discovering  that   character;   and  in  this  particular  the
letters are perhaps still superior.

2  It is plain the author had never read the work, which
was not then published. ,
